Recruitment of an Artist / Facilitator
Cavan County Council in conjunction with Ballyconnell and District Development Association wish to recruit an experienced artist / facilitator to carry out community consultation and creative engagement. Where projects seek to engage participants and deal with particularly sensitive / challenging issues in relation to sectarianism and racism we welcome bids from collaborating artists and peace building facilitators.
Ballyconnell is situated in West Cavan, the area of the county that has suffered most from the Troubles due to its proximity to the border. The community was affected by road closures, the bombing of the Belturbet Bridge, and other related activity including shootings.   Ballyconnell is predominantly Catholic but there is a sizeable minority Protestant community. These communities to date have not engaged with each other on a project of this nature that will allow them to discuss sensitive issues in the community and give voice to previously unspoken views. The project will therefore support community cohesion by helping to facilitate discussion with people who have been reluctant to explore their shared history.   A focused dialogue process with a view to producing a shared piece of work will support the local community to address these ‘quiet’ issues that they are reluctant to air in public forums. 

THIS WORK IS PART OF THE FIRST PHASE OF A PUBLIC ART PROJECT. THE OUTCOME WILL BE A REPORT COLLATING INFORMATION FOR INCLUSION IN THE BRIEF FOR A NEW PUBLIC ARTWORK. Phase 2 will involve commissioning an artist to produce and install the public art.
Interviews will take place on the week commencing 10 March 2014
The remit of the facilitator and/or artist will be to:

· creatively engage with key groups and individuals for a 10 week period;

· to assist in the peace-building process,

· investigate potential themes for the artwork including site selection;

· oversee monitoring and evaluation of workshops;

· ascertain all the considerations to inform the development of a brief for the public artwork, including planning permission and requirements, land ownership and any other technical considerations.

· The facilitator and/or artist will produce a report on the findings of the above, with recommendations, and present to the local project steering group. This report will include: the themes and outcomes of the workshops; monitoring and evaluation information on participants and any considerations informing the development of the brief.

Appointments for both Phase 1 and Phase 2 roles will be made by separate open competitions. Being appointed as a facilitator will not preclude an artist from being considered to produce the public artwork.
Time frame
· Consultation workshops will commence the week of 24 March and will be completed by 16 May 2014

· Presentation of report to steering group by 6 June 2014.
The Building Peace through the Arts Re Imaging Communities Programme themes are community cohesion, regeneration through the arts, positive relations at the local level, peace and reconciliation, connecting communities. For more information on the programme including the guidelines refer to the link below.
http://www.artscouncil-ni.org/award/re-imaging_communities.htm
Applicants 
Submissions should include the following elements:

1. Applicant details: i.e. up to date CV detailing relevant skills, qualifications and experience in the facilitation of creative peace-building workshops. Please submit 6 images of your work (if applicable to your work) and references from 2 previous groups you have worked with.
1. Methodology: outline the consultation techniques that you will employ to promote engagement at the workshops (participants are likely to come from diverse backgrounds and have a wide range of abilities). The outcomes of the workshops will inform the content of the brief for the public artwork. Also outline how you would prepare and present a report of your findings.
2. Maximum fee is £2,000 (approx. €2,400) which is to include materials, artist fees, research costs, report costs and travel. Please provide a breakdown of all costs inclusive of VAT. (The Steering Committee will provide meeting space)
The Arts Council of Northern Ireland will fund Artists/ Facilitators Fees up to £35 per hour or a maximum of £150 per day and travel expenses of 25.7p per mile.

Selection Criteria
Artist/facilitators will be selected against the following criteria:

· 70% for experience of community engagement with a wide range of groups and abilities; facilitation of cross-community, cross-border and minority ethnic groups is desirable; preparation and presentation of reports.

· 20% for methodology

· 10% for value for money

The total threshold score is 60%. Applicants must score 60% or more to be eligible for interview.

Please note that submissions that do not contain the information requested will not be assessed i.e. a clear outline of your experience and a full CV with references, your proposed methodology for the project, budget with a full breakdown of costs.

The Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) provides the only official vetting service in the Republic of Ireland under the Children and Vulnerable Persons Act 2012. Garda vetting will be carried out on the successful applicant if appropriate.

Deadline for Submissions
Submissions should be sent by post / email to Cavan County Council Re Imaging Communities, FAO Emer Coveney, Social Inclusion Unit, Cavan County Council, The Courthouse, Cavan Co Cavan Email: ecoveney@cavancoco.ie 
By: 4pm on Friday 28 February 2014
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